H3232

Our Speaker has not been a Repub-
lican or a Democrat presiding officer,
he has been the presiding officer for the
whole House, a man who takes his oath
seriously. We place our trust in Speak-
er HASTERT, and he has not let us
down. He is our coach.

Congratulations, Speaker
for this historic milestone.

HASTERT,

TIME FOR NEW MANAGEMENT IN
THE HOUSE

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, my
oldest son Jack is a carpenter, and one
of the reasons I am so proud of him is
he is such a hard worker. It doesn’t
matter how hard it is raining out in
Seattle, he is out there swinging the
hammer.

That is one reason we should not re-
spect the current pathetic management
team of the Republican Party who is
on a course to make this Congress the
least productive Congress in American
history, for one reason, because we
don’t do any work.

Of the 5 months that we have been
here, we are on a track to work about
38 days. If you have an employee that
out of 5 months does 38 days of work,
what do you think you ought to do?
Unemployment. A pink slip for the
folks who are not running this Con-
gress.

In Truman’s time, we had the do-
nothing Congress. This is the do-less-
than-nothing Congress. If you want to
know why there is no progress on Iraq,
why there is no progress on energy,
why there is no progress on helping the
folks after Katrina, it is because the
people here in this management stay
home and don’t do any work.

It is time to start swinging a ham-
mer, and, to do that, it is time to get
new management in this House and get
Congress working for the American
people again.

——————

MEXICO’S HYPOCRISY

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, Cox
News Service reported last week that
the Mexican government threatened to
file lawsuits against the United States
if the National Guard troops detain
aliens at the border trying to cross ille-
gally into this country.

Mexico’s liberals, the liberal party,
called President Bush’s decision un-
justified, unacceptable and implies a
serious aggression toward a sovereign
nation. That is simply because we are
defending our borders.

Let’s talk about Mexico. What is
striking here is that foreign born Mexi-
cans can’t even hold office in either
house of their congress. They are also
banned from state legislatures, The su-
preme court and all governorships.
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We don’t do that here in America. We
allow immigrants to participate in the
process.

In fact, they are even encouraging a
ban on firefighters, police and judges
from being non-natives. It is amazing
to me what Mexico is doing.

Madam Speaker, we are a Nation
that respects immigrants and embraces
them, unlike Mexico, and I just ask
their respect of their immigrants as
well.

SECURING CITIZENSHIP FOR
THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, to all
those that are going to be celebrating
this Memorial Day weekend, my spe-
cial condolences go to the soldiers and
their families that have given their
lives so bravely and courageously. In
fact, in my district in Los Angeles, 11
soldiers were Kkilled, the first soldier
being Francisco Martinez Flores, who
is a green card soldier.

He was not a full-fledged citizen, but
he honored us by fighting for us and de-
fending our freedom in Iraq. I found
out later that his parents were not here
legally. But through the work of some
of the Members on our side of the aisle,
we worked very diligently to secure
citizenship for those serving in our
country.

Why could we not honor these sol-
diers beforehand, when they enter in
and help to define who we are as a
country? He was granted posthumous
citizenship. When I read about that, I
moved quickly to see how we could as-
sure that no other soldier who came
home in a coffin or a body bag would be
given just that identification on their
grave, that they be granted full citizen-
ship, and that their families have every
right to the same securities that any
other citizen has in this country.

Let’s remember Francisco Flores and
the 10 other soldiers that have given
their lives, most of whom were Latinos
from my district, proud Latinos, who
carried their uniform and their bravery
with them.

———————

ABC NEWS REDUCING CREDIBILITY
OF NATIONAL MEDIA

(Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, last night, ABC
Nightly News in the height of irrespon-
sibility reported that the Department
of Justice is ‘‘investigating Speaker
Hastert.”” That report has been denied
by both parties.

Such a blatant falsehood comes at a
time when the Speaker of the House
has reached out to work with our
friends on the other side of the aisle to
ensure that the separation of powers
within the Constitution is fully upheld.
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It is sad to say that at a time of de-
clining and questionable journalistic
standards, with an increasingly shrill
and partisan ideological media, at a
time when national news broadcasts
seem to have more of the flavor of en-
tertainment than hard news, ABC News
has written a sad new chapter in the
annals of yellow journalism.

I support a free press. I believe it is
a fundamental institution that is cen-
tral to a free society. But ABC News,
Madam Speaker, has, at a stroke, re-
duced the credibility of our national
media. Mr. HASTERT’s reputation, how-
ever, remains impeccable among those
of us who have had the privilege of
working with him.

———

ADMINISTRATION PUTTING
NATION’S VETERANS AT RISK

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, once
again the administration has put our
Nation’s veterans at risk. First it was
underfunding the Veterans Administra-
tion services in fiscal year 2006, and
now it is a security breach of 27 million
veterans’ personal information.

The administration has jeopardized
tens of millions of veterans’ financial
futures because they have failed to im-
plement safeguards and adequate secu-
rity measures at the request of the VA
Inspector General. This information
was known for 19 days before we found
it out.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the
42,000 veterans that I represent, I call
upon the President to act immediately
to safeguard these brave veterans from
identity fraud. We must protect our
veterans who have protected us. It is
the right thing to do.

———————

DEFENDING THE SPEAKER FROM
FALSE ACCUSATIONS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, the press
has reached a new low in this country.
I am appalled that ABC World News
Tonight ran a false story claiming that
our Speaker of the House, who is of the
utmost integrity, is under investiga-
tion by the Justice Department.

How convenient for them to mistak-
enly accuse the Speaker of the massive
corruption that a Democrat Congress-
man is charged with, and then use the
capabilities that only the mass media
possesses to deliver that lie into the
living rooms of every American.

Let me read to you the Justice De-
partment’s press release issued yester-
day. Here it is. Before ABC ran its bla-
tantly false story, this press release did
not mince words and said, ‘‘Speaker
Hastert is not under investigation by
the Justice Department.”

Enough said.
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